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to these proofs ?    Will he suspend his judgment ?    I think
he will take the first part."*

Charles Bonnet believes, in short, that the plant, as well as
the animal, is endowed with sensibility.

According to the system which we have developed, the
animal is possessed of a soul, which is still very imperfect, and
endowed only with faculties corresponding to its needs. But,
since the animal, in addition to the sensibility enjoyed by the
plant, possesses intelligence also, we must conclude from thence
that the plant has not a soul, properly so called, but only the
rudiment, the commencement, in other words, the germ of a
soul.

We know that the sun has the privilege of giving birth to
organic life upon our globe, his rays have power to produce
the formation of living tissues, plants or zoophytes, when they
fall upon the earth or the waters, and we may draw this con-
clusion from all that has gone before, that the sun sends down
upon the earth animated germs under the form of his rays,
which emanate from the spiritualized creatures who dwell in
the king-star.

Thus our system of nature completes itself; thus, thanks to
solar radiation, the two ends of the immense chain of organized
beings whose place and part in the vast theatre of the worlds
we have attempted to define are united. Life begins in the
waters, its first appearance is in plants and zoophytes; for
these two classes of living creatures obey the same laws, and

* '? Contemplation de la Nature (CEuvres d'JIistoire Naiurelie
de Charles Bonnef.") Neuchatel, 1781.